Meridian Community Board Minutes

August 25, 2005

7:00 P.M.

Minutes of a Regular School Board Meeting of August 11, 2005


A regular meeting of the Board of Education of Meridian Community Unit School District #223 was called to order by President Ron Steenken on August 11, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the Meridian District Board of Education Room located in the Meridian Junior High School.  Members present:  Glendenning, Jagielski, Larson and Reeverts.  Superintendent Prusator, Principals Hedemann, Coulahan, Davidson, and Mandzen, and Mr. Bearrows were also present.  The Pledge of Allegiance followed.


A motion was made by Reeverts, seconded by Jagielski, to approve the minutes of the July 21, 2005 regular board meeting.  Ayes:  Glendenning, Jagielski, Larson, Reeverts and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Larson, seconded by Jagielski, to approve the payroll of August 19, 2005.  Ayes:  Jagielski, Larson, Reeverts, Glendenning and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


After previewing, a motion was made by Glendenning, seconded by Larson to approve accounts payable for August 2005.  Ayes:  Larson, Reeverts, Glendenning, Jagielski and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Prusator handed out and reviewed the August 17, 2005 Teacher’s Institute Agenda.  He handed out and reviewed a listing of the 2005-2006 MJH and SVHS co-curricular coaches/sponsors for the Board to review.  Mr. Prusator also discussed preliminary school enrollment figures stating that numbers won’t be finalized until after the start of the school year.  


Mrs. Hedemann handed out a copy of her report to each board member.  She highlighted and reviewed several items.  The parking lot at Highland continues to take shape and the surface appears to be ready for blacktop.  Mrs. Hedemann expressed much thanks to the Highland maintenance staff for the fantastic job of cleaning the Highland building this summer.  She also thanked Mrs. Stender and Mrs. Welker for cleaning out the “textbook closet”.  Mrs. Hedemann thanked Mrs. Dobbs, Mrs. Stender and new bus supervisor, Dale Pohl, for their efforts to get the kindergarten routes ready for the start of school.  Mrs. Hedemann stated that Mrs. Stender and Mrs. Bennett did a fantastic job at registration.  Differentiated Instruction, presented by Project Choices, will be the focus of the Institute Day on August 18th for Highland and Monroe Center teachers.  Mrs. Stender and Mrs. Bennett attended a workshop in Madison on July 13th and 14th.  Highland’s new early childhood teacher, Jackelyn Schumaker has scheduled an Open House for her students and their families on Monday, August 15th from 4-6 p.m.  Highland kindergarten students can “Meet their Teacher” on Friday, August 19th between 9-11:30 a.m.  This event had been organized by Highland’s new kindergarten teachers, Angela Cain, Kelly Mandrell, Nicole Martinez and Courtney Jones.  The second annual Principal’s “Boo Hoo Party” will take place on Monday, August 22nd immediate after parents of new kindergarten students manage to leave their child in the classroom.  Coffee and cookies will be available, as well as, plenty of tissues.  Class lists will be posted before noon tomorrow.  


Mr. Coulahan reported that the Monroe Center building is looking great.  He thanked his custodial staff, as well as, the student helpers who painted.  Mr. Coulahan also thanked Mrs. Bybee for helping in the office.  Mr. Coulahan reported that the Drawdown went well, but seemed to have fewer people in attendance this year.  He also stated that the 19 days of summer school went well.  


Mr. Davison reported that 6th grade orientation was held today.  Approximately 95 students attended the morning or afternoon sessions.  He reported that Meridian Junior High has 160 incoming sixth grade students, 149 seventh graders and 150 eighth graders for a total of 459 students.  He also stated that registration went well last week.  Mr. Davidson reported that ISAT scores are in; and all scores were very close to last year.


Mr. Mandzen passed around the new teacher in-service agenda for Monday and Tuesday.  Mr. Mandzen stated that Susan Winter, new guidance counselor has been a tremendous addition to the building.  He also stated that he has seen preliminary Prairie State results.  The athletic season is underway.  Football practices have started.  Volleyball and soccer will start on Monday.


Mr. Bearrows reported that the Monroe Center roof project has been completed.  The locker room at MJH was on hold because of waiting for parts.  The parts arrived, so work will begin again to get that project complete.  He also stated that the Highland parking lot was scheduled for paving tomorrow, but may be delayed because of rain.  Mr. Bearrows stated that Dale Pohl started as the new bus supervisor on August 1st.  He was available to speak with families at registration on August 2nd.  


Under Notices and Communications, Mr. Prusator reviewed an email from Deb Larson from the Illinois Association of School Boards who stated that she enjoyed working with the Board last Thursday on the board self-study process.


There was no Community Input.


Mr. Prusator handed out and reviewed the bid recommendation for district bread for the 2005-2006 school year.  


A motion was made by Larson, seconded by Jagielski, to approve the bread bid from Interstate Brands for the 2005-2006 school year.  Ayes:  Reeverts, Glendenning, Jagielski, Larson and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Prusator presented a review of the 2005 Interactive Report Card.  Mr. Prusator highlighted past performance on the state assessment and reviewed target goals for the content areas in the future.


Mr. Prusator handed out and reviewed the FY06 budget.  The budget will be placed on display for 30 days in the district office and will be adopted at the September 22, 2005 regularly scheduled board meeting.


A motion was made by Larson, seconded by Reeverts, to adjourn to executive session to consider information regarding appointment, employment, or dismissal of an employee, and other stated exception to the Open Meeting Act. Time:  8:54 p.m.


A motion was made by Larson, seconded by Jagielski, to return to open session. Motion carried unanimously.  Time:  10:03 p.m.


A motion was made by Larson, seconded by Reeverts, to approve the minutes of the July 21, 2005 executive session as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Glendenning, seconded by Jagielski, to hire the following:  Steve Stewart, .5 FTE SVHS administrator (priority list); Dale Pohl, district bus supervisor (replaces Dobbs); Duane Pansegrau, MJH custodian (replaces Schultz); Cathy Reinsch, MJH special education aide (per IEP annual reviews); Benjamin Hickerson, MC 5th grade teacher (replaces Scheisher); Roxie Kurt, MC .67 FTE kindergarten (enrollment); Cherie Bertsch, SVHS .57 FTE consumer/family sciences (replaces Peugh); Dana Rohr, SVHS part-time special education aide (per IEP annual reviews); and Dan Kirchoff, SVHS sophomore volleyball coach.  Ayes:  Reeverts, Glendenning, Jagielski, Larson and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Reeverts, seconded by Larson, to approve the retirement requests from the following:  Tim Wagner, SVHS, at the end of 2006-2007 school year; Dean Johnson, SVHS, at the end of 2006-2007 school year; Susan Moon, Highland, at the end of 2006-2007 school year; Linda Ator, MJH, at the end of the 2006-2007 school year; David Lamoreaux, MJH, at the end of the 2006-2007 school year; Mary Ann Akey, Highland, at the end of the 2006-2007 school year; and Reginald Murray, MJH at the end of the 2006-2007 school year.  Motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Jagielski, seconded by Glendenning, to approve the contract modifications for Brody Rude, SVHS assistant principal/athletic director and Leslie Showers, .5 FTE MJH assistant principal/athletic director.  Ayes:  Jagielski, Larson, Reeverts, Glendenning and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Larson, seconded by Reeverts, to approve the modifications to the Educational Support Staff salary schedule as presented.  Ayes:  Reeverts, Glendenning, Jagielski, Larson and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Larson, seconded by Reeverts, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.








Respectfully submitted,








Donna Fruin, Secretary

