Meridian Community Board Minutes

September 22, 2005

5:00 P.M.

Minutes of a Regular School Board Meeting of September 8, 2005


A regular meeting of the Board of Education of Meridian Community Unit School District #223 was called to order by President Ron Steenken on September 8, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the Monroe Center Library.  Members present:  Bonne, Glendenning, Jagielski, Janes, and Larson.  Superintendent Prusator, Principals Hedemann, Coulahan, Davidson and Mandzen, and Mr. Bearrows were also present.  The Pledge of Allegiance followed.


A motion was made by Jagielski, seconded by Bonne, to approve the minutes of the August 25, 2005 regular school board meeting.  Ayes:  Bonne, Glendenning, Jagielski, Larson and Steenken.  Abstain:  Janes.  Motion carried.


A motion was made by Janes, seconded by Bonne, to approve the payroll of September 20, 2005.  Ayes:  Glendenning, Jagielski, Janes, Larson, Bonne and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


After previewing, a motion was made by Steenken, seconded by Janes, to approve accounts payable for September 2005.  Ayes:  Jagielski, Janes, Larson, Bonne, Glendenning and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Prusator reported that the District Senior Citizen Luncheons would begin on September 15, 2005.  The luncheons have been a big success with 15-20 seniors attending monthly.  SVHS is looking forward to hosting these luncheons again this year.


Mr. Prusator reported that he sent out the first mass phone broadcasting message to all parents of the school district this week for the purpose of introducing them to the system.  He said the feedback he received was good. 


Mrs. Hedemann reported that the lights were installed around the parking area in front of the school.  Landscaping began today and will continue into the fall.  Thank you to Rich Fritz for painting the safety zone for our bus students and the angled lines for parking in the old parking area.  More new students continue to register at Highland. Kindergarten teachers will begin giving the Illinois Snapshots of Early Literacy (ISEL) to each kindergarten student.  Teachers are focusing on the state standards; and have the standards posted in their classrooms for frequent reference.  Highland second grade students began leading the Pledge this week; and also take turns giving the morning greeting, the weather, etc.  The first PTO meeting of the year will be on Monday, September 12th at Highland.  Highland will host its annual Open House and Book Fair on Thursday, September 15th.  Highland teachers have been involved in a fundraiser for victims of Hurricane Katrina.


Mr. Coulahan reported the fifth grade classes enjoyed a great experience at Lorado Taft last Wednesday through Friday.  He had wonderful comments from parents.  Parent Orientation/Open House was held on Tuesday of this week.  Mr. Coulahan reported that 87% of parents attended.  He expressed thanks to Carla Miller and some SVHS girls who provided babysitting for siblings.  Once again the Imperial Crown fundraiser is underway.  Monroe Center School continues to have students entering and some withdrawing from the district.  The Book Fair was held this week at MC.  


Mr. Davidson reported that Back-to-School Night would be held on Tuesday, September 13th from 7:00 – 8:30.  Mr. Mandzen, Mrs. Hedemann, and Mr. Davidson will attend a principal’s workshop, NCLB & the School Improvement Process:  An Overview, in Grand Detour all day tomorrow.  The all day seminar is about school improvement and will involve test scores, IIRC, and applying them to individual plans.  Mrs. Haugland organized a large fundraiser for displaced students from New Orleans who will be attending school in Houston, Texas.  The students and community contributed enough supplies to fill 275 backpacks for these students.  Monetary donations were also made to help pay for any shipping costs.  Thank you to Mrs. Haugland.


Mr. Mandzen reported on SVHS’s effort to raise money for the hurricane victims.  Several groups teamed up to raise over $2,000.  Thank you to all involved for their effort.  

Power Block (Providing Opportunities With Education Resources) is a program being used at SVHS to help students identified as potentially not being able to “meet” or “exceed” Illinois State Learning Standards.


Mr. Bearrows reported that the transportation area would be tested with many extracurricular trips next week.  The lights have been installed at the Highland parking area.  Seeding will begin next week.  The locker room at MJH isn’t complete yet.  They are still waiting for parts.


Mr. Glendenning commended the students and staff for their effort to help the hurricane victims.  He thought it would be nice to have a press release sent out.


Under Notices and Communications, Mr. Prusator received confirmation for six to attend the IASB workshop on September 14th.  He also received a letter confirming the IASB membership renewal.  



There was no community input.


Mr. Prusator reviewed an updated proposed budget for FY06.  The budget hearing is scheduled for Thursday, September 22, 2005 at 6:45 p.m.  The budget remains on display in the District Office.


Mr. Prusator reviewed a conflict for the September 22, 2005 board meeting with the SVHS Open House.  The board agreed to change the time of the September 22, 2005 board meeting to 5:00 p.m.  The budget hearing remains scheduled for 6:45 p.m.  


Mr. Prusator handed out and reviewed the resolution to intervene in the Property Tax Appeal Board filed by Onyx (Orchard Hills landfill).  


A motion was made by Larson, seconded by Bonne, to approve the resolution to intervene in the Property Tax Appeal Board filed by Onyx.  Ayes:  Janes, Larson, Bonne, Glendenning, Jagielski and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Prusator handed out board policy 7.140 (Students – search and seizure).  Deputy Doug Lockard from the Ogle County Sheriff’s Department discussed the procedure for bringing in dogs for the purpose of a drug search in schools.  Board members asked several questions about the process and the County’s experience in using dogs.  


Mr. Prusator reviewed the timeline for the decision on the Health, Dental and Life insurance effective November 1, 2005.  Mr. Prusator will be meeting with Miller and Buettner on Tuesday, September 13th at 1:30 p.m. to review some preliminary rates. 


Mr. Prusator reviewed the process for the Illinois State Board of Education “2005-2006 Application for Recognition of Schools”.


A motion was made by Bonne, seconded by Glendenning, to approve the “2005-2006 Application for Recognition of Schools”.  Ayes:  Larson, Bonne, Glendenning, Jagielski, Janes and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


Under Board Comments, Mr. Glendenning thanked the administration for how seriously they are taking test scores and working to improve them.  Mr. Jagielski asked the administrators how they feel about dog searches.  


A motion was made by Janes, seconded by Jagielski, to adjourn to closed session to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees of the district.  Ayes:  Bonne, Glendenning, Jagielski, Janes, Larson and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.  Time:  9:05 p.m.


A motion was made by Bonne, seconded by Larson, to return to open session.  Motion carried unanimously.  Time:  9:37 p.m.


A motion was made by Bonne, seconded by Larson, to approve the minutes of the August 25, 2005 executive session.  Motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Janes, seconded by Jagielski, to hire Patricia Ewald, Highland dishwasher and Kathy Benesh, MJH assistant 6th grade volleyball coach (due to numbers).  Ayes:  Janes, Larson, Bonne, Glendenning, Jagielski and Steenken.  Motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Jagielski, seconded by Larson, to approve the maternity leave request for Audra Swenson, SVHS special education teacher which will begin approximately on September 25, 2005 and will last 6-8 weeks.  Motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Glendenning, seconded by Janes, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.








Respectfully submitted,








Donna Fruin, Secretary

