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March 16, 2009

Dear Respondent,

I am asking permission for your child to participate in a data collection project which involves taking a short paper and pencil test during physical education class.  The test will feature questions that assess student learning in physical education and the degree to which children understand the concepts that are a part of the National Standards in Physical Education.  This research project is being conducted by the National Association for Sport and Physical Education (NASPE) located in Reston, VA.  

Through your child’s participation in this project, NASPE will be able to develop a test bank of valid research-based questions.  In the future, teachers across the nation will draw from this test bank to check student understanding of the important concepts in physical education.  The test bank will be shared with teachers in a book as a part of the NASPE assessment series, PE Metrics.   

The Institutional Review Board (IRB) at Northern Illinois University, in DeKalb, IL has approved this study.   There are no risks of any kind to your child if you decide to give permission to participate.  Your child will not be identified or connected to the data in any way except to verify that you have given permission to participate.  Your child’s participation is voluntary and there is no penalty if he/she does not participate.  No grade will be attached to the results of this test.

The cognitive test will take your child about thirty minutes to complete.  There is nothing that needs to be reviewed or studied and there is no preparation for this test.  The questions have been developed by experts in the field of physical education.  The questions focus on knowledge and attitudes that students should learn by the appropriate grade level.  

I hope you will give your permission for your child to take this test and contribute to the research base that will help our committee form a high quality test bank of questions.  If you have any questions or concerns about participating in this project, you may contact me at the National Association for Sport and Physical Education.     

Sincerely, 

Diane E. Raynes

Program Manager, Physical Education

800-213-7193 ext 414

703-476-3414

