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MERIDIAN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
LEARNING AND WORKING TOGETHER

As a Meridian Junior High School student, it is my responsibility:
e to attend school every day and be on time to all classes
e to come to school prepared with books, paper, pencil, and any materials and assignments as directed by
teachers.
e to obey the directions of all staff members
e to maintain a positive attitude toward learning and believe in my ability to succeed
e torespect myself and the rights and property of others
e to carry my assignment notebook with me at all times during the school day.

The staff of Meridian Jr. High accepts the responsibility:
e to provide a quality instructional program in an integrated setting for each student
e to provide an orderly classroom and safe school environment

e to develop programs and activities which will respond to the social, emotional, personal, and physical
developmental needs of each student

e to assist parents in helping their children develop self-discipline, self-respect, and self-confidence to
participate in school as a responsible member

As the parent of a Meridian student, it is my responsibility:

e to send my child to school each day on time, prepared with all necessary materials, well rested, and
properly dressed.
e to check my child's work and homework on a regular basis

e to provide my child with suitable study conditions at home--desk or table, lights, books, and supplies
e to communicate with my child's teachers when | am concerned about my child's work or health

GREETING FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Hello and welcome to Meridian Junior High School.
It is a pleasure to greet new and former pupils. Our hope is that this year may be one of your best school years.

Everyone on the faculty and staff is ready to help you enjoy a worthwhile school experience. You have many fine
qualities and talents to develop and to share in making Meridian Junior High School a great school. Your smiles
and friendly greetings are always appreciated. They help to bring about the friendly, courteous spirit, which we
enjoy in our school.

The Parent-Student Handbook has been designed to help you become familiar with the building, get acquainted
with various staff members, and learn the policies of the school.

We hope that if you have any questions or problems during the year, you will contact us. We are proud of the
junior high school and are expecting you to make it even finer.

Good wishes for a happy and profitable school year!

Principal
Meridian Junior High School



MERIDIAN JR. HIGH SCHOOL
MISSION STATEMENT

MERIDIAN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, IN AN ACTIVE PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS AND COMMUNITY,
WILL PROMOTE EXCELLENCE IN A CARING ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH ALL STUDENTS CAN LEARN
AND GROW. THIS PARTNERSHIP SHALL EMPOWER ALL STUDENTS TO DEVELOP A STRONG SELF
ESTEEM AND TO BECOME RESPONSIBLE LEARNERS EQUIPPED WITH THE NECESSARY BASIC
SKILLS, BOTH COGNITIVE AND AFFECTIVE.

PREAMBLE
This handbook is provided to the students and their families to acquaint them with the rules, regulations,
procedures and other relevant information necessary for the orderly functioning of the school. It has been
structured to help promote student progress as well as an interest of modeling appropriate school operations. In
addition, this handbook provides for the psychological and physical safety for the students through appropriate

rules and regulations.

When breeches of school disciplinary rules and regulations occur, it is the responsibility of the involved teachers
and administrators to work with the student, his/her parents, and other support personnel to help the student
correct his/her behavior. All disciplinary actions shall be directed toward protection of the welfare of the school
community as well as helping the student develop self-discipline. When determining the response for a specific
breech of discipline, school personnel will consider the nature of the act, the student’s previous history, his/her
age and maturation, any mitigating circumstances and the effect his/her action on the welfare of the school

community. Disciplinary responses may include, but are not limited to the actions described in this handbook.

Additionally, this handbook is not intended to create a contractual relationship with the student: rather it is
intended to describe the school, its current practices, procedures, rules, and regulations. Membership or

participation in a school-sanctioned activity is a privilege and not a property right.

School Day

8" Grade

Homeroom  1* hour 2"hour 3" hour 4" hour Lunch 5" hour 6" hour 7"hour 8" hour
7:50-8:03 8:06-8:46  8:49-9:29 9:32-10:12 10:15-10:55 10:58-11:28 11:31-12:11 12:14-12:54 12:57-1:37 1:40-2:20
7" Grade

Homeroom 1% hour 2" hour 3 hour 4™ hour 5" hour Lunch 6" hour 7"hour 8" hour
7:50-8:03 8:06-8:46  8:49-9:29 9:32-10:12 10:15-10:55 10:58-11:38 11:41-12:11 12:14-12:54 12:57-1:37 1:40-2:20
6" Grade

Homeroom  1* hour 2" hour 3" hour 4" hour 5" hour 6" hour Lunch 7" hour 8" hour
7:50-8:03 8:06-8:4 8:49-9:29  9:32-10:12 10:15-10:55 10:58-11:38 11:41-12:21 12:24-12:54 12:57-1:37 1:40-2:20
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WEATHER RELATED / EMERGENCY RELATED
SCHOOL CANCELLATION / EARLY DISMISSAL

As a general rule, Meridian C.U.S.D. #223 believes it is best to transport students to and from school at
the regular times because area drivers are accustomed to our buses on the roads at these times, and statistics
prove less bus / traffic problems occur at these times. Under unusual circumstances, approaching winter storm
advisories, we will make the decision to close schools early. We plan to make this decision by noon and notify
the below listed media. Early dismissal means the junior high and high school will be dismissed one hour early
(1:20 PM) and the elementary schools will also be dismissed one hour early (2:20 PM).

The decision to cancel school because of weather / other emergency is planned to be made by 6:00 AM
with the below listed media notified immediately. Every attempt will be made to follow this 6:00 AM time line.
The decision to cancel school is made in consultation with national / state weather radar, township road
commissioners, and school district personnel. The philosophy of the district is to cancel school rather than
transport students to school and have to send them home. While this is the general rule, occasionally storms
develop during the day and an early dismissal is warranted. We only have 175 days of school each year. If the
weather is questionable, we would rather cancel school than take any unnecessary chances. Making up missed

school days is done in the spring when weather is not an issue.

General weather guidelines for cancellation / early dismissal due to weather: A Heat Index of
approximately 100 degrees for an extended number of days will generally warrant early dismissal. A Wind Chill
Index of approximately -35 degrees will generally warrant school cancellation. While these are the general
guidelines used by the district, we understand parents are the final authority for their children; therefore, parents
should feel comfortable in determining whether or not their children should attend school due to weather
conditions. If you determine your children should not attend school due to weather, please call the school and

notify the office of your child’'s absence as early as possible.

Media notified: School Cancellation / Early Dismissal

Radio: Television:
Rochelle: WRHL Rockford: WIRF-23
Rockford: WZOK, WROK, WXRX WREX-13
WRRR and WKMQ WTVO-17
DeKalb: WDEK
Web Site:

Meridian School District 223: www.meridian 223.org
If you have any questions about our policy related to school cancellation or early dismissal, please feel free to

contact your building principal or Mr. Robert Prusator, Superintendent.
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MERIDIAN JUNIOR HIGH PERSONNEL

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

SUPERINTENDENT:

PRINCIPAL:
ASST. PRINCIPAL:
SECRETARY:

NURSE:

TEACHERS' AIDES:

HEAD LIBRAIRIAN:
LIBRAIRY AIDE:
JANITORS:

COOKS:

LUNCH ROOM
AIDES:

Mr. Kevin Glendenning

Mr. Bob Mellon

Mr. Ron Steenken

Mr. Robert Prusator
Mr. William Davidson
Mrs. Leslie Showers
Mrs. Pat McCracken
Mrs. Rhonda Rose
Mrs. Dayle Burgess
Mrs. Kathy Reinsch
Mrs. Hoey

Mrs. Castle

Mrs. Dana Kunce
Ms. Faith Pauling
Mr. Steve Lakanen
Mr. Roger Lemke
Mr. Dale Silberhorn
M

=

s. Fejzije Asani

Mrs. Jackie Acton

=

Mrs. Carol Alex

Mrs. Shu Chu Carlson

M

=

s. Charlene Wiley
Mrs. Jodi Sheppard

Mr. Bruce Larson
Mr. Steve Pierce

Mrs. Barbara Reeverts



TEACHING STAFF
Mrs. Heather Alderks
Mrs. Rebecca Barton
Mrs. Malinda Bonnell
Mrs. Anna Dominguez
Mr. Matt Eaton

Mrs. Michelle Eyster
Mrs. Kelly Gale

Mr. Brent Hall

Mrs. Janet Hall

Mrs. Jennifer Hall
Mrs. Shari Halsmer
Ms. Kim Hofmeister
Mrs. Tina Isaacs
Mrs. Dana Kunce
Mr. Michael Lalor
Mrs. Kahle-Langston
Mrs. Kristi Lundine
Mrs. Melanie Mays
Mr. Jamie McCarty
Mr. Ryan McDevitt
Mrs. Carla Miller
Mrs. Kathy Owen
Mrs. Aimee Stewart
Mrs. Carolyn Timm
Mr. Gary Viel

Mr. Joel Vogel

Mr. Scott Wilhite
Mrs. Joyce Wills

Mrs. Leslie Zoet

SUBJECT
6™ Physical Education
7" Science
8™ Special Education
ESL
6", 7" & 8" Band
7" English
6", 7" & 8" Computers
7" Physical Education
7" Special Education
8" Science
8" English
8" Language Arts
7" Language Arts
Librarian
8™ History
8" Physical Education
6" Math
6™ Special Education
6", 7" & 8" Art
6™ History
Counselor
6", 7" & 8" Chorus
6™ Language Arts
7" Math
8" Math
6" English
7" Geography
Speech

6™ Science

E-MAIL ADDRESS
HAlderks@mail.meridian223.0rg
RBarton@mail.meridian223.org
MBonnell@mail.meridian223.org
ADominguez@mail.meridian223.org
MEaton@mail.meridian223.org
MEyster@mail.meridian223.org
KGale@mail.meridian223.org
Bhall@mail.meridian223.org
JHall@mail.meridian223.0rg
JHall@mail.meridian223.0rg
SHalsmer@mail.meridian223.org
KHofmeister@mail.meridian223.org
Tlsaacs@mail.meridian223.org
DKunce@mail.meridian223.0rg

MLalor@mail.meridian223.org

Lkahle-Langston@mail.meridian223.org

KLundine@mail.meridian223.org
MMays@mail.meridian223.org
JMcCarty@mail.meridian223.org
RMcdevitt@mail.meridian223.org
CMiller@mail.meridian223.org
KOwen@mail.meridian223.org
AStewart@mail.meridian223.org
CTimm@mail.meridian223.org
GViel@mail.meridian223.org
JVogel@mail.meridian223.org
SWilhite@mai.meridian223.org
JWills@mail.meridian223.org
LZoet@mail.meridian223.org
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MERIDIAN JUNIOR HIGH HANDBOOK

A junior high school program is designed to ease the transition of students from the self-contained
elementary school to the departmentalized, elective senior high school. To accomplish this goal, we have
adapted the daily schedule to the unique characteristics of students in grades six through eight. These
adaptations include shorter length class periods, the use of a variety of classroom materials, a more directed
type of study situation, an expanded curriculum, and individualized instruction.

The key to this program is the concept of individualized and cooperative instruction. Each course that
we offer is centered around a basic core of content that must be mastered. Individualization is simply allowing a
student to meet or to exceed this core of requirements with a variety of materials and assignments. The decision
as to what is used and how it is used depends upon the characteristics of the individual student and the

resources we have on hand.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM

6'" GRADE CURRICULUM - REQUIRED ELECTIVES
English-Grammar, Composition, Spelling Band
Literature/Language Arts Chorus
Social Studies Art

Math or Advanced Math Computers
Science Study Hall

Physical Education

7™ GRADE CURRICULUM - REQUIRED ELECTIVES
English-Grammar, Composition, Spelling Band
Literature/Language Arts Chorus
Social Studies - Geography Art

Math or Pre-Algebra Computers
Science Study Hall

Physical Education

8™ GRADE CURRICULUM - REQUIRED ELECTIVES
English-Grammar, Composition, Spelling & Career Education Band
Literature/Language Arts Chorus
Social Studies - U.S. History Art
Pre-Algebra or Algebra Computers
Science Study Hall

Physical Education/Health



OTHER EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Remedial Reading — Speech Chorus — Concert & Contest
Developmental Classes Band - Concert & Contest
Resource Study Hall Boys Athletics - Basketball, Wrestling, & Track

Girls Athletics - Volleyball, Basketball, & Track
Cheerleading

Academic Team

Student Council

Spring Play

Assistant Principal’s Student Advisory Board

STUDENT APPEARANCE

Student dress and grooming must not disrupt the educational process; interfere with the maintenance of a positive
teaching/learning climate, or compromise reasonable standards of health, safety, and decency.

The School Board believes it is the parent's responsibility to have their children dress in an acceptable manner for
school. Any form of dress that is deemed to be a distraction or disruption to the serious business of the educational process is
unacceptable, such as:

1. Shirts, blouses, and dresses must completely cover the abdomen, back and shoulders, and be no less than three
(3) inches across the shoulder. Shirts, blouses, and tops that are not tucked in must be long enough to cover the
midsection when the student is standing or sitting so that no undergarments or boxers will show.

2. Pants or shorts must be worn as designed. Skirts, dresses and shorts must be beyond fingertip length when

standing and mid-thigh while sitting.

Biking shorts.

Halter type or exposed mid-riff tops and all extremely short clothing.

No holes in any part of clothing.

Sunglasses.

Hats and bandanas.

Sagging or baggy pants.

© ® N o g M w

Any unnatural hair color that is distracting in the learning environment.
10. No clothing or jewelry items which may be potentially harmful

11. No clothing displaying language or symbols promoting violence, vandalism, sex, Satanism, use of drugs,
alcohol or tobacco or contains language/symbols degrading any gender, cultural, religious or ethnic values.

The above list is only a guideline and should not be considered all-inclusive. When dress is identified as
inappropriate, the student will be immediately referred to the building principal for appropriate action, which may include:
1. A request to remove or cover up the unacceptable clothing, jewelry, etc.

2. Parental contact to bring in acceptable clothing.



3. Student sent to in-school suspension if nothing can be done to either cover-up, remove or replace the
inappropriate dress.

4. Any other incident of inappropriate dress may result in an out of school suspension for insubordination.

If you debate whether the clothing you're wearing may be inappropriate - it probably is.

Meridian Junior High School is committed to providing the best educational climate possible. Student dress is part
of that climate. Although there are very few restrictions on dress in the Meridian School District, we expect all students to
respect and observe the stated dress code and guidelines.

Dances:

Dances sponsored by the student council are usually theme centered and students who attend are expected to dress
according to that theme. If there is no theme for the dance, casual dress is expected. Tickets for dances will NOT be sold at
the door. Doors will close at 7:20 PM. Once a student arrives, he/she will remain at the dance until 9:00 PM. School dress

code will apply at all dances.

MERIDIAN JUNIOR HIGH PHYSICAL EDUCATION GOALS

Students will learn the value of lifelong physical activity. Physical activities can and should be fun, so the students are
more likely to remain active throughout their lives.

+ Students will be provided with the tools and knowledge to develop personal fitness plans to reach their individual

fitness goals.

¢ Teachers will teach according to national and state standards for quality physical education, thus helping the

students feel confident in their ability to lead an active life and be in control of their own health.

Uniform and Dress Policy for P.E.

Regulation Dress:

*  Regulation Shirt and Shorts

*  Athletic Socks

*  Tennis Shoes

*  Some type of Red, Black, or Grey Sweats (recommended for use on days with cold weather)

Students must have a parent note to be excused from physical activity. Students requiring more than three

days from P.E. are required to bring a note from a doctor.

SCHOOL HEALTH PROGRAM

Required Physicals:

According to Illinois State law, all students entering K (first entrance), 6th, and 9th grades are required to present
evidence of a physical examination, completed within the last year, with a complete immunization record, and the
recommended dental exam. Students who do not fulfill these requirements will not be allowed to enroll. In case of transfer
from another school or state, the student will be given 30 days to comply with any health record requirement. A “sports”

physical does NOT satisfy this requirement.



Sports Physicals:

Student athletic participation in junior high requires an annual physical examination.

Administration of Medications:

Parent(s)/guardian(s) are responsible for administering medication to their children. Administering medication
during school hours or during school related activities is discouraged unless it is necessary for the critical health and well
being of the student. Teachers and other non-administrative school employees, except registered nurses, shall not be
required to administer medication to students. If a circumstance exists where medication is necessary during school hours, a
“MEDICATION AUTHORIZATION” form must be signed by the parent and the physician and kept on file in the nurse’s

office. This authorization is required to be renewed EACH school year. The medication must be in the original

prescription bottle or over the counter container and stored in the main office unless otherwise directed by the physician and
parent. No student shall possess or consume any prescription or non-prescription medication on school grounds or at a
school-related function other than as provided for in the Administration of Medications policy and its implementing
procedures. A student MAY possess emergency medication (i.e. Epipens, inhalers) provided a “Medication Authorization”
form has been completed by the physician AND the parents/guardians. During school field trips, all medication must be
sent with the supervising teacher.

An occasional acetaminophen may be taken by a student during school hours, in the absence of written doctor’s
orders, ONLY after evaluation AND direct telephone contact has been made with the parent/guardian for verbal consent.

Documentation of this administration will be kept by the school nurse.

Screenings:

Vision and hearing tests are conducted by the school nurse. Vision screening is not a substitute for a complete eye
and vision evaluation by an eye doctor. Your child is not required to undergo this vision screening if an optometrist or
ophthalmologist has completed and signed a report form indicating that an examination has been administered within the
previous 12 months. Parents of those students who do not pass these screenings are urged to comply with the

recommendations made by the nurse.

Head Lice (Pediculosis)

Meridian District has a “no-nit” policy. A student sent home and treated for head lice MUST be seen by the

school nurse, or designee, before returning to the classroom to assure there is no evidence of lice/nits.

Emergency Information:

Injury: If a student incurs serious injury requiring medical attention, parents will be notified immediately. Parents are

asked to supply the name and phone number of a responsible adult to be notified when the parent cannot be reached. In

the event that the parent or emergency contact cannot be reached, the student will be transported to the hospital for

emergency treatment.

Allergies:
If your student has a severe to life threatening allergy to any food, environmental agent or insect bite please contact

the School Nurse IMMEDIATELY so special arraignments can be made for the safety of you student.
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1lIness:
In the event a student becomes ill at school, parent will be notified concerning action to be taken. Students will not
be sent home unless a parent is there to care for them.

WHEN SHOULD | KEEP MY CHILD HOME FROM SCHOOL

Parents and school staff know the importance of school attendance and do everything possible to insure that
students are in school. Yet there are times when it is necessary for a child to miss school. It is not in the child's best

interests, and places other students and staff at risk to send a child to school ill.

Parents should keep their child home from school until they are symptom free for a full 24 hours if they notice any

of the following symptoms:
¢ lllness that keeps the child from participating comfortably in daily activities
¢ Fever above 101 degrees
¢ Lethargy, irritability, persistent crying and difficulty breathing
+ Vomiting twice or more in 24 hours
¢ Diarrhea
¢ Mouth sores accompanied by drooling
+ Pink eye and/or a white or yellow discharge from the eye
+ Impetigo, a skin infection marked by weepy, scaly, or crusty rash, until 24 hours after treatment
+ Strep throat, until 24 hours after treatment
¢ Head lice, until the child's hair is free of nits
¢ Chicken pox, until five to six days after the rash appears, or until all lesions have dried and crusted.
Ilinois Principal's Association Newsletter

Mandated School Exams

All Hllinois children in kindergarten, second and sixth grades will be required to have an oral health examination.
Examination must be performed by a licensed dentist and he/she shall sign the report form. The report form will be uniform
for statewide use effective July 1, 2005. This includes all public, private, or parochial schools. Each child shall present
proof of examination by a dentist prior to May 15", of the school year. If a child in second or sixth grade fails to present
proof by May 15" the school may hold child’s report card until: Child presents proof of dental examination or child
presents proof that dental examination will take place within 60 days after May 15™

Each school must give notice of the dental examination requirement to the parents or guardians of the children at
least 60 days prior to May 15™ of each school year. The Illinois Department of Public Health shall establish, by rule a waiver
for children who show undue burden or lack of access to a dentist (rules for waivers and compliance requirements will be

developed by IDPH within the next year prior to the effective date of July 1, 2005)
GENERAL GUIDELINES

Address Changes
It is important that we have at all times, your current address and telephone number. This information is especially
important in cases of emergency. Please notify the school secretary immediately upon changing your address or telephone
number.
11



After School
The building is to be cleared by 2:45 p.m. Students waiting for a late bus must wait in the hall at the east end of the
building. Only those who have supervised activities may remain in the building after 2:45 p.m.

Avrticles Prohibited in School

Problems arise each year because children bring articles to school, which are hazards to the safety of others or
interfere in some way with school procedures. Such items, toy guns, radios, tape recorders, electronic games, C.D. players,
walkmans, skateboards, game cards, etc., if brought to school as playthings, are undesirable and will be confiscated. Neither
the school nor the district will be responsible for lost or damaged items that are prohibited. Carrying cigarettes,
alcohol or tobacco is not allowed and will result in a suspension.

Assemblies

1. Classes will be called to go to the assembly.

2. The teacher is to lead their class or group to the assembly.

3. Each teacher who has a class is requested to sit among their students.

4. Unassigned teachers should assist as directed by the principal.

Those responsible for the program should make every effort to have a "quick-start.”

At School

You become the school's responsibility when you enter the bus in the morning and until you leave the bus at night.

No child will be allowed to leave the school grounds without the permission of the principal. In the event that parents

must remove a child from school before the close of day, they should send a note to that effect and bring it to the office.

Downtown, as well as Caseys, is off limits to all students without a note from the parents stating the reason, and the

principal’s approval.
Athletic Events

Admission for athletic events is $1.00 for students and $2.00 for adults. School is dismissed at 2:20 p.m. and most
home athletic events begin at 4:00. Students wishing to stay for games must leave the building and return at 3:30 p.m.
Participants remaining in school must wait in the gym after the last bus leaves and until the visiting team arrives. Students
will not be allowed to loiter in the halls or outside the building.

Being Removed from Class

Any student sent to the office for a discipline issue must report to the office and stay there until they meet with the

principal or assistant principal.

Book Refund Policy

Any student entering Meridian Junior High School during the first semester shall pay the full year's cost for books.
A student entering during the second semester will pay one-half the full year's cost for books. One-half the full year's cost
will be refunded to anyone leaving during the first semester. A student leaving second semester will get no refund for
books. All partially used books will be returned to the office so that they may be used for new students entering school.
Textbooks are assigned to and are the responsibility of the student. The student is liable for all damages and/or lost texts. If
a student looses a text, he/she will need to purchase a new text immediately. TEXTBOOKS WILL BE LOANED TO THE
STUDENT BY THE TEACHER FOR THAT CLASS PERIOD ONLY. If the text is found, and the newly purchased text is

12



returned undamaged, the purchase price will be returned to the student.

Care of School Property

A school building is not a school until students occupy it. When a building becomes a school, it takes on a
character and meaning and expresses itself to the student body and visitors in relation to the respect it is given by the
students in its appearance and daily care.

We feel it is a matter of personal and school pride that each and every student makes a commitment to do
everything possible so that the appearance of our school and grounds expresses a positive message to everyone.

This commitment includes using the common sense approach. Trash belongs in trashcans, food is to be eaten
only in designated areas, gum and graffiti have no place on the floors, walls, furniture, and/or equipment. Any damage

done to school property must be repaired or replaced at the expense of the offender.

Care of School and Personal Property

Students are responsible for the proper care of all books, supplies and furniture supplied by the school. Students
who disfigure property, break windows, or do other damage to school or personal property or equipment will be required

either to pay for the damage, which is done, or replace the item.

Students should limit items brought to school to those items necessary for school activities. The administration

is_not responsible for unnecessary items brought to school that are lost or stolen. Thefts should be immediately

reported to the office to aid in recovery. Lockers should be locked at all times; DO NOT share your combinations!
Cell Phones

Cell phones may be brought to school for after school use only. They must be turned off and locked in lockers
during school hours. If seen during school hours, they will be confiscated and taken to the principal to be held until a parent
comes to retrieve them. The student will also be assigned a 2-hour Saturday School.
Cheating

Meridian Junior High School considers cheating the most serious of academic offenses. The fact that a number of
people cheat does not make it acceptable. Because cheating cuts away at the very fiber of academic character, every effort
will be made to eliminate it from Meridian Junior High School. The major thrust will be to develop an atmosphere on the
part of both the faculty and the students which will not tolerate cheating. Students are cautioned to take care to avoid even
the appearance of dishonesty. The judgment of a faculty member who detects cheating will be assumed to be correct and
will be supported by the administration. Incidents will be recorded in the office. The first offense will call for an automatic
zero for the work on which the cheating occurred. Subsequent occurrences will result in a zero and result in course failure,
removal from class, or suspension from school.
Courtesy

Students are expected to observe rules of courtesy at all times. Suggest that students respect teachers and adults by
walking around, not in front of or between them. Encourage "excuse me" or "pardon me" when it is necessary for a child to
walk in front of an adult. These rules of courtesy should be encouraged also within the peer groups.
Eield Trips

Field trips are correlated with the educational program and are used to either introduce or climax a unit. Field trips

are considered to be an extension of the classroom. Field trips are planned teaching of those things which can best be taught
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outside the classroom. Children should not be kept home because a field trip has been scheduled. It is also used as a part of
the enrichment program. This is concrete learning rather than abstract. Adequate preparation in the subject area and
definite objectives are made before each trip. Evaluation and review of material seen on the field trip is made after the trip
has been completed. No child is allowed to go on a trip without a signed permit from his parent. Safety rules are strictly
enforced on these trips, and children not conforming to the rules may be barred from participating in future trips.
Gum and Candy

This is a gum-free school. No gum is allowed in school, and candy is discouraged in school. Misuse of candy
contributes to added maintenance problems. When it becomes a problem, it will be prohibited. Students chewing gum will
be assigned an after school detention.
Hallways and Stairs

1. walk, don't run!
Take one step at a time going up or down the stairs.
Keep to the right in the hallways and stairs.
Pushing, excessive noise, congregating in large groups in the halls will not be permitted.

Students who are passing while classes are in session are to be especially quiet.

I o o\

The time you have between classes is for moving from one class to another and not for visiting. Please get to
class on time.
Hats and Sunglasses

Hats/sunglasses may not be worn in the Meridian Junior High building. Upon entering the building,
hats/sunglasses must be removed immediately and placed in the student's locker for the remainder of the school day.
Hats/sunglasses may not be worn anytime in the MJHS building--this includes after school.

Homebound Instruction

Homebound or hospital bound services are available to students when, in the opinion of a licensed medical
physician a student will miss more than two consecutive weeks of school. Unless otherwise indicated by the physician, a
minimum of 5 hours of instruction services will be provided by the school district each week. Only certified teachers will
be used by the school district for instruction. Parents and the doctor must sign appropriate consent forms for the
instruction to begin. Students in need of homebound or hospital bound services should contact the guidance office.
Homework

Our policy is limited or controlled homework. The purpose of homework is to strengthen or increase skills.
Homework is in the nature of enrichment activity, such as special reports and simple research work, or where the pupil
needs specific practice or drill, i.e., the multiplication tables, etc. Homework accepted 1 day late with a reduction in grade
may be determined by the classroom teacher.

Upon returning to school after an absence each teacher will give you a make up sheet containing those assignments
to be completed and will discuss the assignment with you if necessary. Students whose make-up work is not completed on
time (one day for each day missed) may be given a failing grade for the assignment. The office will no longer gather
books and assignments for students absent less than 3 days. Parents should call the school (645-2277) before 9:00
A.M. if their child is absent.
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Insurance

Accident insurance is offered for the school year for grades K-12. This covers your child from the time he/she
leaves home until he/she returns, provided he/she goes directly to and from school. While the carrying of this insurance is
optional, we strongly recommend that each student, especially those involved in athletics, have this coverage. This will aid
in expenses incurred in the case of an unavoidable accident. You may pick up your application in the school office.
Internet Access

Meridian Junior High School is fortunate to have extensive access to the Internet. In order to have access to the
Internet, students and parents must sign a Meridian C.U.S.D. #223 acceptable use policy. This policy requires students to
abide by appropriate protocol while on the net. Failure to abide by the policy may result in the student being permanently
denied access to the Internet. Students are prohibited form e-mailing from the school, unless it is authorized by a
teacher/administrator and part of the school’s instructional program. Students are also prohibited from entering and
participating into online “chat rooms.” Violations will result in disciplinary measures up to and including expulsion.
Library

The library has a wide variety of materials for individual reports and research. By arrangement with the librarian
the day before, students may use the library for studying before or after school. The library is open during the noon hours
by arrangement with the librarian only.

Library Lost/Damaged Books

Lost Books: Fine = Replacement cost plus $3 processing fee

Minimum amounts due: Hardcover = $10 plus $3 processing
Paperback = $5 plus $3 processing
Lost/Found/Returned Books: Book returned before replacement ordered = $2
Book returned after replacement ordered = No Refund
Damaged Books: $3 repair fine, otherwise refer to Lost Books
Lockers
On the opening day of school a locker will be assigned to each student. All students are to use the lockers assigned

to them. Students are not allowed to share lockers. If for any good reason a locker cannot be used, report the trouble to the

office. Keep your locker locked at all times. The school cannot assume responsibility for lost articles. Valuable property,

such as money, should not be brought to school. In case a sum of money must be brought to school, it should be deposited
with the office staff for safekeeping and never in your locker. Lockers should be clean and tidy. An occasional locker

inspection can be held without previous notice. Students will be held responsible for any damages done to their locker.

There will be a $5.00 charge for all lost locks.
Lost and Found

Most things are lost because of carelessness; few things are lost because of deliberate stealing. You can safeguard
your property best by being sure that everything is properly identified with your name and by not leaving money or other
valuables in a restroom, on a desk, or in an unlocked locker.

All articles should be turned into the office. If a student loses something, he/she should call at the desk in the office

to inquire if the article has been turned in. Many times a lost article will be turned in long after it was lost. It is wise,
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therefore, to ask again a few days and a few weeks later.

Lunch Program

Checks for payment of lunch fees should be made payable to the MERIDIAN COMMUNITY UNIT #223.
Students must deposit money into their family account. Their student I.D. card serves as a “credit card” for the students to
purchase lunches or Al-A-Cart items. If an account goes more than $5.00 in debt, the student will not be allowed to
purchase any items. Students will be notified as to the status of their account. The student will be able to get a peanut butter
sandwich and a carton of milk.

Lunch Room

1. Students may bring their books to the lunch room; however it is the student’s responsibility for anything
missing or stolen. Teachers are to lock doors during their respective lunch periods.

Administrators/lunch room supervisors have the option of enforcing assigned seats.
Students may return to their rooms only after the first bell rings ending lunch.

All students are required to go to the lunchroom during their scheduled lunch period.

a M N

Areas off limits:

a. Area east of the building, parking lot and athletic field

b. Any area not adjacent to the first floor washrooms

c. The area by Main Street

6. We expect the same behavior in the lunchroom that you use at the dinner table at home.
7. Students may not leave the school for lunch, unless accompanied by a parent.

Cafeteria Regulations

1. Good manners are in order in the cafeteria area: talk quietly, move about carefully.
Saving a place in line is not permitted.

2

3. “Butting” in line is not permitted at any time.

4. All food is served on trays in the cafeteria. Your place in the cafeteria must be left clean.
5

Return all dishes to the receiving area, placing paper in the proper container. Use extra caution to avoid
any breakage of dishes.
Make-up Work
Each teacher will give you a make-up sheet containing those assignments to be completed and will discuss the
assignment with you if necessary. Students whose make-up work is not completed on time (one day for each day missed)
may be given a failing grade for the assignment.
The office will no longer gather books and assignments for students absent less than 3 days. You may ask a
teacher to gather assignments if you would like them for less than 3 days. Parents should call the school (645-2277)
before 9:00 A.M. if their child is absent.
Name Labels
Any articles of clothing which your child brings to school should be labeled (boots, caps, sweaters, etc.). Money

sent to school with children should be placed in an envelope with the student's name on it. If your child needs to carry a
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large amount of money with him, he is encouraged to leave it in the office or with his teacher for safekeeping.
Notes Required

The school requires notes from parents or guardians:

1. In case of absence

2. In case of tardiness to school

3. In requests for special dismissals

4. For all field trips (permission blanks will be supplied)

5. For excuse from Physical Education-each day. See section under P.E. Guidelines.

Office and Teacher Conferences

Pupils wishing to confer with the principal should come to the office before school, after school, or during regular
study hall periods, after receiving permission from the teacher in charge of the study hall.

Any pupil, who requires additional time at school under the direction of a teacher to adequately master his work,
may arrange such sessions with teachers. Most pupils welcome this opportunity and voluntarily take advantage of it; but if
it seems advisable for the welfare of the pupil, teachers have the authority to require pupils to attend an extra session of
supervised study. When this is found advisable, every effort will be made to best fit the mutual convenience of the pupil and
teacher.

Parents are encouraged to contact teachers and get acquainted with the teacher and classroom procedures and to
become partners in the academic development of their child. If parents have any questions or concerns about their child,
they should contact the teacher FIRST. As a courtesy we request that you e-mail the teacher or, call and make an
appointment that will be convenient for both you and the teacher.

We also request that you make an appointment with the office staff so that you will not have wasted a trip or be

disappointed if the person you wish to meet with is busy or not in the building.

Parking Areas

Please do not park on the east side of the building at morning arrival or evening dismissal times. The busses take
up a large segment of the available space, and these busses will be given priority on parking space. There are parking spaces
on the west, north, and south sides of the building.
Vending Machines

Vending machines are available in the office foyer. Items may be purchased after school. Items are to be
consumed in the office foyer only.

Public Display of Affection

Public display of affection is not acceptable at MJHS. Students will receive a discipline referral on the first
offense, and on the second offense the students will be required to have a conference with the principal or counselor.
Parents will be contacted when their students participate in this type of activity.

School Arrival
1. When you arrive in the morning, the main door at the front of the school will be open. Students must use only
these doors to enter the building, unless arriving by bus. School opens when the first bus arrives around 7:20

a.m. Students are not allowed in the school prior to this time.
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2. When arriving at school in the a.m., 6™ and 7th grade students must go to the small gym, 8" grade students
must go to the large gym and talk quietly until the first bell. Students are not to be in the hallways without
permission. Students’ needing admits or having office business should go to the office before going to the
small/large gym.
3. All other areas are closed to students.
4. Students cannot go to their lockers before the first bell rings without a pass from the office or a teacher.
5. No student may go downtown without a note from home and a pass from the office.
School Buses

The same conduct rules that apply on the campus of Meridian Junior High School also apply on bus routes. Bus
drivers are responsible for conduct on their bus and will report serious misconduct to the principal. Gross disobedience or
misconduct will result in the suspension of bus riding privileges and possible suspension from school. Examples of
misconduct include, but are not limited to the following:
1. Willful injury or threat of injury to a bus driver or to another rider.
2. Willful and/or repeated defacement of the bus.
3. Repeated use of profanity.
4. Repeated willful disobedience of the bus driver's directives.
5. Such other behavior as the administration deems to threaten the safe operation of the bus and/or its occupants.
For the safety of your child and all the children on the bus, please stress the importance of obeying the rules established by
the bus driver. Students who are not regular passengers on the bus are not allowed to ride for any reason. Regular bus
students must ride the bus unless a note from the parent is given to the office, or they are attending a scheduled school
activity.
School Fees

Parents frequently ask why we have a book fee and what the fee supplies. State law forbids school boards from
distributing textbooks to students without charge unless a special enabling referendum has been approved by the voters.
Voters in this district have not been asked to approve such a referendum. The following fees pay for book rental and the use
of consumable materials.

Registration fees:

6th grade $53.00
7th grade $53.00
8th grade $53.00
PE T-Shirt: $7.00/7.50

Enrollment fee checks should be made payable to Meridian Community Unit #223.

Student Supplies
Paper, pens, pencils and other supplies are for sale in the school library. Assignment agendas are for sale in the

office.
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Study Hall Regulations

Study materials must be brought to the study hall; students will not be permitted to go to lockers to get them after
the bell rings. Acceptable study materials include: textbooks, workbooks, library books and teacher-approved periodicals

and paperbacks. The study hall teacher will collect unauthorized reading materials. Sleeping is prohibited in study hall.

Suspension

Any person suspended from school or involved in said disciplinary activities may forego the privilege of
participation in extra-curricular activities; not to exceed one (1) calendar year from date of suspension.
Tardiness

If you arrive late to school, you must secure a pass from the office to enter class. You will be asked to explain the
reason for your tardiness. During the school day, there are THREE (3) minutes given between class periods. You are

expected to be in your seat when the bell sounds. If you are not in your seat by this time, you will be required to explain to

the teacher why you were detained. Being on time is one of the first things an employer inquires about when checking on a
student. Now is the time to begin forming a lifelong habit of being on time.

If a student is tardy 3 times in a 9-week period, he/she will serve a %2 hour detention after school on either Tuesday
or Thursday the following week. If he/she is tardy 3 more times, he/she will serve another after school detention. If a
student accumulates 9 tardies in a nine-week period, he/she will serve a 4-hour Saturday school detention. For every 3

beyond 9 tardies there will be another Saturday school assigned.

Telephone

IN CALLS: The school recognizes that there are times when parents need to communicate with their children
during the school day. However, the school would appreciate those situations to be kept to a minimum. Only under
extreme emergencies at the request of a parent will a student be taken out of a class or study hall to take a phone call.
The office will attempt to get phone messages from parents to students during the school day.

OUT CALLS: Students finding it necessary to make local telephone calls may do so after school only. No
calls are to be made during the time school is in session, including lunch, unless approved by a faculty member or the
office.

CALLS TO TEACHERS: Teachers and staff will NOT be taken out of class for phone calls. PHONE
MESSAGES WILL BE PLACED IN TEACHERS' MAILBOXES OR VOICE MAIL AND THEY WILL RESPOND
TO THE MESSAGES AT THEIR EARLIEST CONVENIENCE. Please be aware that messages may not always reach

them before dismissal time. Students are requested not to use the school phones except in cases of emergency. The

school will not allow personal phone calls.

Transfers

When a child is to be transferred from Meridian Junior High to another district, please notify the school office at
least one week in advance. This will enable the teacher to complete necessary records. A transfer slip will be prepared
which the parent or child may pick up the last day of the child's attendance. School records will be forwarded upon request
by the other school.
Visitors

1. All visitors must first report to the main office to receive a visitor's pass.
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2. Parents are always welcome at Meridian Junior High School. All appointments must be made in advance

to see a teacher or to visit a classroom.

The school policy is to accept only those visitors who have legitimate business at the school.
Small children should not be brought to school.

Visitors will not be issued a pass unless they are known to one of the administrators.

Students may not bring other students to class or school to visit.
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Any person found on the school ground without permission is trespassing and is subject to arrest by the
police.
Waiver of Fees

This is to advise you that you may be eligible for a waiver of student fees if you receive public aid; if your gross
household income is under that set out in federal guidelines for free lunches; or if you are otherwise able to establish that
you cannot afford to pay these fees. Applications requesting waiver of fees should be submitted to the office. Forms for
submission of such requests are available in each building office. The use of false information to obtain such waiver is a

felony under Illinois law. Any inquiries should be directed to the principal of the building in which your child is enrolled

ATHLETIC PROGRAM

It is hoped that every boy and girl physically capable will choose to participate in one or more of the four sports
offered at Meridian Junior High School. If you are willing to work hard you can contribute to the team success. Success in
athletics is not automatic; however, with hard work and determination individuals will gradually improve and experience

success. Junior High Athletic Eligibility

1. A student must receive passing grades in all of his/her subjects.

2. Your grades must remain in good standing and each week eligibility will be sent around to all teachers. A
grade of “F” will make you ineligible for one week. Eligibility will start the first day of practice.

a. 1% Ineligibility—Athlete may participate at practice but will not be allowed to participate in any games
that week.

b. 2" Ineligibility—Athlete may not participate at practice and will not be allowed to participate in any
games that week. Athlete must attend the games dressed in school attire.
c. 3 Ineligibility—Athlete must turn in his/her uniform and will be dropped from the team.
These three ineligibilities do not have to be consecutive weeks and do not have to be
from the same class.
3. Eligibility will be handed in every Thursday. Students failing one or more classes will be ineligible to play the
following Monday through Saturday.
4. A physical examination is required before a student can participate in an athletic event. Physical examinations
expire after one (1) year.

5. Students must have a physical, a signed parent permission sheet, and an insurance form turned into the office

before they will be allowed to practice.
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Fall Sport: Girls Volleyball (6", 7" & 8th grades)

Winter Sports: Boys & Girls Basketball (6", 7" & 8th grades)
Boys Wrestling (6", 7", & 8th grades)

Spring Sports: Boys & Girls Track (6", 7" & 8th grades)

Rules of Athletic Participation Conduct

The conduct of MJHS athletes should be proper at all times, while playing or while on the bench, or while watching
as a spectator, your conduct must be excellent. Losing your temper adds nothing to the game and may result in your
removal from the game. At school you should be prompt, display excellent behavior, be polite, etc. While representing the
community and school on team trips, your conduct must be proper. This includes good sportsmanship and respect for
property. At all times you must stay out of trouble with state and local authorities.

Misconduct of the above rules is grounds for possible elimination from the squad for the season.
Band and Chorus: Once a student has made the commitment to participate in band and/or chorus, that student must

complete a semester before withdrawing.

CARDINAL CODE
As a Cardinal:

1. 1 will treat others, classmates and staff members, as | would like them to treat me. To do this requires that |
respect teachers and fellow students, cooperate with them and hold my responsibilities to myself, and to my
school, seriously and with honor.

2. 1 will respect school property and the property of others without constant reminder. | will avoid defacing
lockers, walls and desks. | will make neatness and cleanliness of the school building one of my individual
responsibilities.

3. 1 will encourage courtesy and honesty. | will develop character and maturity through acceptance of
responsibility and self-control. | will make every effort to be prompt, dependable and trustworthy.

4. 1 will do the very best work of which | am capable to bring credit to my home, my school, my community and
myself.

5. 1 will personally help to maintain law and order in the school and community. 1 will keep aware of all school

regulations so that | may follow them with understanding.

6. I will accept correction and constructive criticism with a strong desire to improve myself.

MERIDIAN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL BEHAVIOR POLICY

We expect students to conduct themselves at all times in a manner that will bring credit to themselves, their parents
and their school. We also believe every student has a right to learn, and those who interfere with that right will be
disciplined by the policies listed below and on the following pages:

+ Teacher-student conference

#  Principal-student conference
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+ Parent conference

¢ Detentions — noon, AM or PM,

# Possible suspension (in or out of school)

+ Parent informed by mail or telephone of all problems

+ Saturday school

STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Students are entitled to enjoy the rights protected by the Federal and State Constitutions and laws for persons of
their age and maturity in a school setting. Students should exercise these rights reasonably and avoid violating the rights of
others. Students, who violate the rights of others, violate District policies, or MJHS rules will be subject to disciplinary

measures.
Due Process
The Board of Education and Administration intend to protect students' rights. A brief summary of Due Process for
students follows:
1. A student has the right to hear the charges/evidence against him/her.
2. A student has the right to tell his/her side of the story.
3. A student has a right to be informed of the decision.
4. A student and the student's parents have a right to a hearing with:
1st - Principal
2nd - Superintendent
3rd - Board of Education

Contact information:

Principal: William J. Davidson Superintendent:  Mr. Robert Prusator
207 West Main St. 207 West Main St.
Stillman Valley, IL Stillman Valley, IL
Phone: 645-2277 Phone: 645-2297

Search and Seizure

For the safety and supervision of students in the absence of parent(s)/guardian(s), to maintain discipline and order
in schools, and to provide for the health, safety and welfare of students and staff, school authorities are authorized to
conduct searches of students and their personal effects, as well as Meridian CUSD #223 property.

Certified employees and school administrators may search a student and/or a student's personal effects (e.g., purses,
wallets, knapsacks, book bags, lunch boxes, etc.) when there are reasonable grounds for suspecting that the search will
produce evidence that a student has violated or is violating either the law or MJHS conduct rules.

School property, including, but not limited to, desks, lockers, and parking lot is owned and controlled by the
Meridian CUSD #223 and may be searched by school authorities at any time. School authorities are authorized to conduct

area-wide, general administrative inspections of school property (e.g., searches of all student lockers) without notice to or
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consent of the student and without a search warrant.

If a search produces evidence that the student has violated or is violating either the law or Meridian CUSD #223
policy or MJHS rules, such evidence may be seized and impounded by school authorities and disciplinary action may be
taken. When appropriate, such evidence may be transferred to law enforcement authorities.

Use of Police

It is the philosophy and belief of the administration at Meridian Junior High School that the responsibility of
dealing with student discipline violations rests with the school. Thus, we will make every effort to handle such problems in-
house, according to the policies and procedures established by the district and the school. However, when violations of state
and/or municipal ordinances occur, or when students and/or parents refuse to work within the established policies of the
district and school, or where security of person or property appears to be in jeopardy, we will not hesitate to call the police
and initiate arrest and prosecution proceedings. Additionally, at the school's request, the police may be asked to assist in

investigating possible violations of student conduct, state and/or municipal ordinances.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE

Disciplinary Measures

If a student chooses to engage in behavior or conduct that inhibits the teaching learning process or violates the
policies of Meridian CUSD #223 or rules of Meridian Junior High School, the following disciplinary measures include but
are not limited to the following:

1. Personal counseling.

Removal from classroom.
Notification of parent/guardian.
Withholding of privileges.
Seizure of contraband.
Detentions.

Saturday morning detentions.

Suspension of bus riding privileges.
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Parent shadowing.
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. Suspension from school and all school-sponsored events.
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. Notification of juvenile authorities whenever the conduct involves illegal drugs (controlled substances), look-
alike, alcohol, or weapons.

12. Expulsion from school and all school sponsored events.

Prohibited Student Conduct

Disciplinary action may be taken against any student quilty of gross disobedience or misconduct,

including, but not limited to, the following: In incidents of gross misconduct involving possession and/or use of

tobacco, alcohol, drugs and weapons, the following conditions apply. It should be noted that the underlying
philosophy in regard to the consequences on initial incidents involving tobacco, drugs, and alcohol is to provide

students and parents with the opportunity to assess potential addictions to these substances and recommend
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education and interventions.

D

2)

3)

Using, possessing, distributing, purchasing or selling tobacco or look alike substances.

First violation:

*Option 1- one day out of school suspension if the student along with the parents and/or guardian's approval
agrees to be evaluated and assessed through the Student Assistance Program (SAP) from Lutheran Social
Services in Oregon, lllinois, or any professional agency with an assessment process and follow its
recommendations. See conditions at end of section.

Option 2: five day out of school suspension.

Second violation:

Option 1: 5 - 7 day out of school suspension if the student along with the parent's or guardian's approval
agrees to be evaluated and assessed through the Student Assistance Program (SAP) from Lutheran Social
Services in Oregon, lllinois, or any professional agency with an assessment process and follow its
recommendations. See conditions at the end of section for Option 1.

Option 2: 10 day out of school suspension

Third violation: 10 day out of school suspension and possible expulsion hearing.

Using, possessing, distributing, purchasing, or selling alcoholic beverages. Students who are under the
influence are not permitted to attend school or school functions and are treated as though they had
alcohol in their possession.

First violation:

*Qption 1: One day out of school suspension if the student along with the parent's or

guardian's approval agrees to be evaluated and assessed through the Student Assistance

Program (SAP) from Lutheran Social Services in Oregon, lllinois, or any professional

agency with an assessment process and to complete the educational component of the

intervention program. See conditions at end of section for Option 1.

Option 2: 5 day out of school suspension.

Second violation:

*QOption 1: 5 -7 day out of school suspension if the student along with the parent's or guardian's approval
agrees to be evaluated and assessed through the Student Assistance Program (SAP) from Lutheran Social
Services in Oregon, Illinois, or any professional agency with an assessment process and to complete the
educational component of the intervention program. See conditions at end of section for Option 1.

Option 2: 10 day out of school suspension.

Third violation: 10 day out of school suspension and possible expulsion hearing.

Purchasing, using and/or possessing, illegal drugs or controlled substances, look-alike drugs and drug
paraphernalia. Students who are under the influence are not permitted to attend school or school
functions and are treated as though they had drugs in their possession.

First violation:

*Option 1: 5 day out of school suspension if the student along with the parent's or guardian's approval agrees
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to be evaluated and assessed through the Student Assistance Program (SAP) from Lutheran Social Services in
Oregon, Illinois, or any professional agency with an assessment  process and to complete the educational
component of the intervention program. See conditions at end of section for Option 1.
Option 2: 10 day out of school suspension.
Second violation: 10 day out of school suspension and possible expulsion hearing.

4) Selling or distributing illegal drugs or controlled substances, look-alike drugs and drug paraphernalia.
First violation: 10 day out of school suspension and possible expulsion hearing.

5) Using, possessing, controlling, or transferring a weapon. A “weapon” means possession, use, control, or
transfer of any object, which may be used to cause bodily harm, including, but not limited to, brass
knuckles, and billy clubs, or “look-alikes™ of these objects. Such items as baseball bats, pipes, bottles,

locks, sticks, pencils, and pens may be considered weapons if used or attempted to be used to cause

bodily harm.

First violation: 1-10 day out of school suspension and possible expulsion

Second violation: 10 day out of school suspension and expulsion hearing.
a. Using, possessing, distributing, purchasing or selling explosives or

firearms.

First violation: 10 day out of school suspension and expulsion for up to 2 years.

The consequences for incidents involving tobacco, alcohol, drugs and weapons are for a student's entire jr. high
school career. For example, if there is an incident during a student's sixth grade year and then another one during

the eighth grade year, the eighth grade year incident would be considered the second violation.

Violations for any of the above incidents may be reported to police authorities.

The following are the conditions for option 1 as indicated in violations #1. #2, #3.

There is no cost to the student or parents for the SAP program through Lutheran Social Services. If a student
would prefer to be assessed through a different professional agency other than the Lutheran Social Services, the principal,
student, and parents would meet and agree on a program similar in scope with the SAP program from Lutheran Social
Services. The parents will pay for the difference in cost if it is not done by Lutheran Social Services. If the evaluation and
assessment process indicates additional educational intervention programs are needed, the student will be required to
complete the program. If he/she fails to complete the educational and intervention program at any time, option 2
consequences will be administered. The parents/guardians and student must decide on an option in writing within 3 days of
being notified of the violation. If no option is chosen, option 2 consequences will be administered.

6) Using or possessing electronic signaling and cellular radio-telecommunication devices, unless authorized

by the principal. Electronic signaling devices include pocket and all similar paging devices.
First violation: 2 hour Saturday School, confiscation and parental contact.

Second violation: 1-3 day suspension.

Third violation: 4-10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing.

7) Disobeying directives from staff members or school officials and/or rules and regulations governing
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student conduct. (Insubordination/disrespect)
First violation: 1-10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing.
Second violation: 1-10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing.
Third violation: 10-day suspension and possible recommended expulsion.
8) Using violence, force, bullying, noise, coercion, threats, intimidation, fear, or other comparable conduct
toward anyone or urging other students to engage in such conduct.
First violation: 1-10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing.
Second violation: 1-10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing.
Third violation: 10-day suspension and recommended expulsion hearing.

9) Causing or attempting to cause damage to, or stealing or attempting to steal, school property or another

person’'s personal property. Student will pay for restitution or damages.
First violation: 1-10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing.

Second violation: 1-10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing.
Third Violation: 1-10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing.
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Involvement in gangs or gang-related activities, including the display of gang symbols or paraphernalia.
First violation: 1-10 day suspension.
Second violation: 1-10 day suspension and recommended expulsion hearing.

11) Engaging in any activity that constitutes an interference with school purposes or an educational function
or is disruptive. Including, but not limited to: inappropriate obscene language, racial slurs and sexual

harassment.
First violation: 1-10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing.
Second violation: 3-10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing.
Third violation: 5-10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing.
12) Failure to serve Saturday school detentions may result in an out of school suspension. Suspensions do
not substitute/erase detentions. See Saturday school detentions - Page 17.
First violation: Parent/guardian notified and an additional Saturday School will be assigned.
Second violation: 1-day suspension
Third violation: 2-day suspension
Fourth violation: 3-day suspension
13) Using or possessing a laser pointer unless under a staff members direct supervision
and in context of instruction:
First violation: up to 1-3 day suspension
Second violation: up to 5-10 day suspension
Third violation: up to 10 day suspension and possible expulsion hearing

These grounds for out of school suspension apply whenever the student's conduct is reasonably related to school
activities, including, but not limited to:
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1. On school grounds before, during, or after school hours and at any other time when the school is being used by
a school group;

2. Off school grounds at a school activity, function, or event;
Traveling to or from school or a school activity, function or event; or

4. Anywhere, if the conduct may reasonably be considered a threat or an attempted intimidation of a staff

member, or an interference with school purposes or an educational function.

Students receiving out of school suspensions will not be allowed on school property for the duration of the
suspension. Suspended students will also be prohibited from attending any school-sponsored activity during the
suspension. On a student’s first out of school suspension, 100% credit will be given for all work assigned for the
day(s) suspended if the work is turned in immediately upon return to school. Suspended students who also are part
of an extracurricular organization will also be subject to the terms and conditions of the Meridian Junior High
School Athletic/Activity Handbook.

Saturday School Detention

Saturday School will take place in the high school library on Saturday mornings from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Saturday morning schools will be assigned for various reasons including: truancy, tardies,
inappropriate behavior, failure to serve a detention, etc. This policy enables students to serve time for disciplinary problems
without missing classroom instruction. Students refusing to serve any Saturday school sessions could be suspended 2 days
out of school for insubordination. An out of school suspension does not erase/substitute an assigned Saturday school
detention.

Detention

Detentions can be assigned before or after school by teachers or administrators. It will be the parent's responsibility

to provide transportation to or from detentions.

Parent Shadowing
Parents and students that would like to have an alternative to some out of school suspensions and or Saturday
detention may opt to choose parent shadowing. The parent must agree to accompany their child all day during school. This

would be subject to administrative approval.
Sexual Harassment

Sexual harassment of students is prohibited. An employee, district agent, or student engages in sexual harassment
whenever he/she makes unwelcome sexual advances, requests sexual favors, and engages in other verbal or physical conduct
of a sexual or sex-based nature, imposed on the basis of sex, which denies or limits the provision of educational aid,
benefits, services or treatment; or that makes such conduct a condition of a student’s academic status; or has the purpose or
effect of:

1. Substantially interfering with a students educational environment

2. Creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational environment; or

3. Depriving a student of educational aid, benefits, services or treatment; or making submission to or rejection of
such unwelcome conduct the basis for academic decisions affecting a student.
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The terms “intimidating”, “hostile”, and “offensive” include conduct, which has the effect of humiliation,
embarrassment, or discomfort. Examples of sexual harassment include unwelcome touching, crude jokes or pictures,
discussions of sexual experiences, teasing related to sexual characteristics and spreading rumors related to a person’s alleged
sexual activities.

Students, who believe they are victims of sexual harassment or have witnessed sexual harassment, are encouraged
to discuss the mater with the student Nondiscrimination Coordinator, building principal, or assistant principal. Students may
choose to report to person of the student’s same sex. Complaints will be kept confidential to the extent possible given the
need to investigate. Students who make good faith complaints will not be disciplined.

An allegation that one student was sexually harassed by another student shall be referred to the building principal
or assistant principal for appropriate action.

First violation:

Option 1: Up to one day out of school suspension if the student along with the parents or guardians agrees to have

the student go through a sexual harassment educational program provided by the school.

Option 2: Up to five days out of school suspension

Second violation:

Option 1: Up to 5-7 days out of school suspension if the student along with the parents and guardians approval

agrees to repeating the sexual harassment educational program and meeting with the school counselor.

Option 2: Up to 10 days out of school suspension.

Third violation: 10 day our of school suspension and possible expulsion hearing.

Truancy
Any student absent from school without parental/guardian knowledge and permission will be considered truant and
will be subject to the following conditions:
First offense: Full Saturday school and the school may contact the Regional Attendance Center and any other
appropriate authorities.
Second offense: Full Saturday school and the school will contact the Regional Attendance Center and any other
appropriate authorities. The student may be suspended out of school for the total number of days the student has
been truant.
Third offense: Out-of-school suspension for the number of days the student has been truant and possible expulsion
hearing.
Any student who skips a class or leaves campus without authorization will be considered truant and will be
required to attend Saturday School. The absence will be considered unexcused with no credit being given for work assigned

for that class.

Hazing Prohibited

Soliciting, encouraging, aiding, or engaging in hazing is prohibited. "Hazing" means any intentional, knowing, or
reckless act directed against a student for the purpose of being initiated into, affiliating with, holding office in, or
maintaining membership in any organization, club, or athletic team whose members are or include other students. Students

engaging in hazing will be subject to one or more of the following disciplinary actions:
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1. Conference with parent/guardian.
2. Removal from extra-curricular activities.
3. Referral to appropriate law enforcement agency.
Students’ engaging in hazing that endangers the mental or physical health or safety of another may also be subject to:
1. Suspension for up to 10 days.
2. Expulsion for the remainder of the school term.

Gang Activity Prohibited

Students are prohibited from engaging in gang activity. A "gang" is any group of 2 or more persons whose purpose
includes the commission of illegal acts.
No student shall engage in any gang activity, including, but not limited to:
1. Wearing, using, distributing, displaying, or selling any clothing, jewelry, emblem, badge, symbol, sign, or
other things that are evidence of membership or affiliation in any gang,
2. Committing any act or omission, or using any speech, either verbal or non-verbal (such as gestures or
handshakes, writing/graffiti) showing membership or affiliation in a gang, and
3. Using any speech or committing any act or omission in furtherance of the interests of any gang activity,
including, but not limited to:
a. Soliciting others for membership in any gangs.
b. Requesting any person to pay protection or otherwise intimidating or threatening any person.
C. Committing any other illegal act or other violation of school district policies or school rules.
d. Inciting other students to act with physical violence upon any other person.
Students engaging in any gang-related activity will be subject to one or more of the following disciplinary actions:
1. Conference with parent/guardian.
2. Removal from extra-curricular and athletic activities.
3. Suspension for up to 10 days.
4. Referral to appropriate law enforcement agency.
5. Expulsion for the remainder of the school term.

Corporal Punishment

Corporal punishment shall not be used. Corporal punishment is defined as slapping, paddling, or prolonged

maintenance of students in physically painful positions, or intentional infliction of bodily harm. Corporal punishment does

not include, and certificated personnel are permitted to use, reasonable force as needed to maintain safety for other students,

school personnel, or persons, or for the purpose of self-defense or the defense of property.

RESIDENCY

Only students who are residents of the Meridian CUSD may attend Meridian Junior High School without a tuition
charge, except as otherwise provided below or in state law. A student's residence is the same as the person who has legal

custody of the student.
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A person asserting legal custody over a student, who is not the child's natural or adoptive parent, shall complete a
signed statement stating: (a) that he or she has assumed and exercises legal responsibility for the child, (b) the reason the
child lives with him or her, other than to receive an education in the Meridian CUSD, and (c) that he or she exercises full
control over the child regarding daily educational and medical decisions in case of emergency. In addition, the child's
natural or adoptive parents, if available, shall complete a signed statement of Power of Attorney stating: (a) the role and
responsibility of the person whom their child is living, and (b) that the person with who the child is living has full control
over the child regarding daily educational and medical decisions in case of emergency.

A student whose family moves out of the district during the school year will be permitted to attend school for the

remainder of the year without payment of tuition.

ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The Board of Education, Administration, and Faculty of Meridian Junior High School believe that maximum
educational achievement occurs for most students through regular attendance in classes; while excessive absences may
result in a poor grade and possible failure. A student is expected to attend school regularly and to be on time for classes in
order to receive the maximum benefit from the instructional program and to develop habits of punctuality, self-discipline
and responsibility. There is a direct relationship between poor attendance and class failure. Students who have good
attendance generally achieve higher grades, enjoy school more, and are much more employable after leaving high school.

At Meridian Junior High School, attendance will be taken every period. If a student is absent for less than 150

minutes, it is considered %2 day. If a student is absent 151 minutes or more, it is considered a full day absence.

Attendance Procedures

1. If astudent is going to be absent for all or part of the school day, the parent or guardian should call the junior
high the morning of the absence. and the student must bring a note to the office immediately upon his/her

return to school. The note must state the specific reason for the absence and the specific date(s) of the

absence. If the cause of the student's absence is recognized as valid, an excused absence will be recorded.
Students should come to the office before going to class to receive a class admit. Students may make up

work missed for credit.

2. If the parent does not call the school, the student must bring a note to the office immediately upon his/her

return to school. The note must state the specific reason for the absence and the specific date(s) of the

absence. If the cause of the student's absence is recognized as valid, an excused absence will be recorded.

Students may make up work missed for credit.

3. If the cause of any student's absence is judged as invalid, the absence will be recorded as unexcused, or the

student will be given an unexcused admit. Students may not make up work missed.

4. Two (2) late to schools (tardies) equal one (1) unexcused absence. Students with excessive tardies or
absences may be referred to the Lee/Ogle Regional Office of Education LODIS Truancy

Intervention/Prevention Program for assistance.
5. Suggested guidelines for valid absences are:
a. llness.

b. Serious illness or death in the immediate family.
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c. Emergency medical or dental attention.

d. Absence approved in advance with the school principal.

e. Authorized religious holidays.

f. Pre-arranged absences due to vacations; medical, dental or legal appointments; reasonable parental

requests.

Procedures for Pre-arranged Absences

1
2.

Parents must call or send a note before the absence in order for the student to be excused.

If only a phone call precedes the absence, then the student must bring a written note signed by the parent or
guardian immediately upon his/her return to school.

If neither a phone call nor a written note precedes the absence, then the absence will automatically be
considered unexcused.

Family trips/vacations will be excused for a maximum of five (5) days per school year. If possible, all family
trips should be planned so students will not miss school.

STUDENTS MUST SECURE HOMEWORK FROM TEACHERS AT LEAST 3 DAYS PRIOR TO THE
ABSENCE. ALL HOMEWORK WILL BE DUE ONE WEEK FROM THE DATE OF RETURN. The

teacher will have the discretion as to the amount of homework given at this time.

Suggested guidelines for unexcused absences are:
a. Truancy
b. Missing the school bus
¢. Trips not approved in advance
d. Birthday or other celebrations
e. Gainful employment
f.  Hair appointments

g. Oversleeping

[SCHOOL OFFICIALS CONTACT PARENTS OR GUARDIANS TO VERIFY STUDENT ABSENCES]|

General Attendance Procedures

1

Attendance letters will be sent to parents after the student has 5, 7, and 10 or more absences per year. The
letter is to inform both student and parent of attendance history.

TARDINESS: Students must report to all classes and study halls on time. There are three minutes between
classes. If a student is not in his/her classroom at the time the second bell rings, the student will be
considered tardy unless the student has a signed pass explaining the reason for the tardiness. Excessive
tardies will mean after school detentions, parent conference, and/or Saturday detentions. Tardies accumulate
per quarter per class.

If a teacher or the office is responsible for a student being late to class, the student will be given a pass and

will not be counted as tardy or absent.
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4. Students will not be penalized for missing school if they participated in a school-sponsored activity or a visit

to the counselor--provided the counselor requested that the student leave class.

5. Any student absent from school without parental/guardian knowledge and permission will be
considered truant and will be subject to the truancy policy upon his/her return to school.

6. Parents are asked to notify the school if a student is absent for three or more consecutive days. If the student
will be absent for three or more consecutive days the office will, upon request from the parents, arrange for
the student's assignments. Students cannot be excused from P.E. for more than three days without written
request of the physician or of the school nurse.

7. Use of the Nurse's Office: If a student becomes ill at school, every effort will be made to contact the parent to
come and pick up the student. Students may request permission to see the school nurse when she is available;
however, only in extreme situations will a student be allowed to stay in the nurse's office.

8. After ten (10) absences per school year, to excuse each absence thereafter a physician’s note stating specific
medical reasons for the student’s absence may be required within 24 hours of the student’s return to school.
While seeking a medical excuse, the student’s parent or guardian must still comply with absence notification
procedures. Should a parent or guardian choose not to secure a medical excuse, the absence will be
considered unexcused. Medical notes must state specific days that a student is excused from school and
signed by a doctor.

9. To prevent from receiving unexcused absences, parents need to inform the school of any planned student
absences (i.e. vacations, etc.) as soon as possible (3-5 days in advance) to prevent their student from receiving
unexcused absences. Students are responsible for their homework during this time. Whenever possible, it is
strongly urged that the student get his/her assignments before being absent rather than waiting until he/she

returns to school.

STUDENT RECORDS

The school keeps an official record of each student's school experience on file. In it will be found a record of
the student's standardized test result for reviewing by parents or guardians upon their request. (School officials will

need 15 days of advance notice, in writing, from parents to review this file).
Counseling and guidance services are available to all junior high students. Students are encouraged to make an
appointment at the counseling office at any time for assistance.
1. Student’s Permanent Record shall consist of:
a. Name of student
b.  Name of parent(s)
c. Addresses
d. Birth date
e. Gender
f.  Attendance

g. Health records
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2. Student’s Temporary Record shall consist of:
a. Family background information
b. Intelligence test score
c. Aptitude test scores
d. Reports of psychological evaluations
e. Elementary and secondary achievement test results
f. Participation in extracurricular activities
g. Honors and awards received
h.  Other verified information of clear relevance to the education of the student

3. Parents will be granted access to official records pertaining to their children's records upon written request.
The school will have a fifteen-day period with which to meet such a request. Students over the age of 14,
or with parental consent under the age of 14, shall also have access. Copies of said records will be

available upon request of parents or students at a cost of $.35 per page.

4. The student's records, or information contained in those records, shall not be released to anyone other than
school or educational officials without the informed written consent of the student's parents. If the student
is above the age of 18 or attending a post-secondary institution, only the student may grant such a release.

5. Parents shall have the right to challenge any entry exclusive of grades on the basis of:

a. Accuracy

b. Relevance and/or

c. Propriety

The request for a hearing will be submitted in writing to the school and shall contain
notice of the specific entry to be challenged and the basis for the challenge.

a. Procedure:

i {Informal conference with parents within 15 school days of receipt of request with the j -~ /{Comment [VG2C1]:

counselor and principals.
ii. If not resolved, a meeting with the Board of Education will be scheduled.
iii. If not resolved by either of these methods, then:

1. A hearing officer, not employed in attendance center in which student is enrolled,

shall be appointed by the school.

2. Hearing officer shall conduct a hearing within 15 days after informal conference
unless extension is agreed upon.
3. A verbatim record of the hearing shall be made.
4. A decision shall be rendered no later than 10 school days after the conclusion of the
hearing and shall be immediately transmitted to the parents and the school district.
8. The school shall grant access to, or release information from school student's records without parental

consent or notification to: An employee or official of the school, school district, or State Board of
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Education, provided the person has a current demonstrable educational or administrative interest and the
records are in furtherance of such interest.

9. The school shall destroy the contents of the temporary record within five years after the student has
transferred, graduated or permanently withdrawn. A yearly review of temporary records will be made.
Before a record is destroyed, a parent will have the opportunity to copy the information to be destroyed.

10. Directory information is limited to:

a. ldentifying information: name, address, gender, grade level, birth date;

b. Identifying information: name, address, gender, grade level, birth date;

c. Academic awards, degrees, and honors;

d. Information in relation to school sponsored activities, organizations and athletics;

e. Major fields of study;

f.  Period of attendance in school

Directory information may be released to the general public, unless a parent request that any or all

information not be released on his/her child.

11. The records of a student shall be transferred to another school in which the student is enrolled or intends to
enroll upon the written request of the school in which a student seeks or intends to enroll. If such a
request is not obtained, the parent will be notified in writing of their opportunity to inspect such
information. If, after ten school days, the parent makes no objection, the records may be transferred to the
requesting school.

12. The school shall grant access to information contained in school student records to persons authorized or
required by state or federal law to gain such access provided that;

a. Such person shall provide the school with appropriate identification and a copy of the statute
authorizing such access; and

b. The parent receives prior notice of the nature and substance of the information to be released and an
opportunity to inspect copy and/or challenge such information. If this release of information relates to
more than 25 students, such prior notice shall be given in a local newspaper.

Catastrophic Accident Insurance is available for families when severe injuries occur during school activities.

CONTACT BUILDING ADMINISTRATOR FOR INFORMATION.
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Gifted Program ldentification Criteria

The Meridian C.U.S.D. #223 gifted program consists of supplementing and enriching the regular curriculum
within the regular classroom at the K-5 grades and involves advanced (AP at the 9-12) courses in the departmentalized
6-12 grades. With this organizational structure in mind, Meridian C.U.S.D. #223 will use standardized testing, teacher
evaluation/recommendation, and past performance patterns as the primary indicators to identify district gifted students.
The district will delineate a pool of the top 20% of the student population. The district will subsequently narrow the
population to not more than 10% of the population of the class based on the above primary indicators plus parent
referrals, student self-referrals, district counselors, psychologist, and the recommendations of the district gifted
identification committee. If you have any questions or concerns about the district gifted program or student

identification criteria, please contact the District Gifted Coordinator, Stillman Valley High School, (815) 645-2291.

Annual Asbestos Management Plan Notice

This is to inform you of the status of the Meridian C.U.S.D. #223 asbestos management plan(s). It has been
determined by the Illinois Department of Public Health and Federal Environmental Protection Agency that asbestos is a
potential health hazard, and precautions should be taken to avoid disturbing any ashestos containing materials.

As required, our buildings were initially inspected for asbestos in 1988. The AHERA law required that a
visual surveillance of ashestos containing areas be completed every six months, and a re-inspection conducted every
three years. Any evidence of disturbance or change in condition will be documented in the management Plan as
required. The district has been, and will continue to perform the required inspections through the services of IDEAL
and Associates Environmental Engineering Services, Inc.

The Inspection/Management Plan is available for public review in the SVHS District office. Should you wish
to review the plans, please call to make an appointment between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. weekdays. Any concerns
relative to ashestos containing materials should be directed to Mr. Jon Mickle, Director of Building and Grounds at 207
W. Main St., Stillman Valley, IL (812) 645-2606.
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AUTHORIZATION FOR INTERNET ACCESS

See Internet Access on page 15 of the handbook for more guidelines.

I understand and will abide by the rules of Internet access. | further understand that should |
commit any violation, my access privileges may be revoked, and school disciplinary action
may be taken. In consideration for using the district’s Internet connection and having access
to public networks, | hereby release the school district and its board members, employees,
and agents from any claims and damages arising from my use, or inability to use the Internet.

Student Signature (User) Date

I have read the guidelines for Internet access. | understand that access is designed for
educational purposes and that the district has taken precautions to eliminate controversial
material. However, | also recognize it is impossible for the district to restrict access to all
controversial and inappropriate materials. | will hold harmless the district, its employees,
agents, or school board members for any harm caused by materials or software obtained via
the network. | accept full responsibility for supervision if and when my child’s use in not in a
school setting. | have discussed the terms of use with my child. | hereby request that my
child be allowed access to the district’s Internet.

Parent/Guardian Name (Please print) Date

Parent/Guardian Signature

Novell Username: (First letter of first name, whole last name
& last 3 numbers from lunch card) Used to
get on computers.

Student Access Username: (5 letters of last name, 3 letters of first
name and usually 000) Used to check
grades, etc.

A/R Username: Password:

(1% letter of 1% name, 1% 4 letters of last name) (1% 3 letters of last name)
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