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Narrative Summary Supporting the Reason for Request 

 
1. Waiver sought:  Meridian Community Unit District #223 is seeking a waiver of 

School Code ILCS 5/24 requiring mandated school holidays on Columbus Day, 
Veteran’s Day, M.L. King’s Birthday, Lincoln’s Birthday and Casmir Pulaski 
Day. 

 
2. The intent of the Mandate:  The perceived intent of this legal holiday is to 

commemorate the contributions of people and groups of people who have 
improved this nation through their efforts and sacrifices.  

 
3. By attending school on these holidays, we will have better opportunity to 

highlight, through instruction and ceremony, the contributions of these 
individuals.  Additionally, attending on these days will provide more continuity 
for our educational programs. 
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105  ILCS 24-2 
 

Teachers shall not be required to teach on Saturdays; nor shall teachers or other school 
officials or other school employees, other than non-certificated school employees whose 
presence is necessary because of an emergency for the continued operation and 
maintenance of school facilities or property, be required to work on legal school holidays, 
which are January 1, New Year’s Day; the third Monday in January, M.L. King, Jr. 
Birthday;  February 12, Lincoln’s birthday;  the first Monday in March, Pulaski’s 
Birthday;  the day designated as Memorial Day;  the second Monday in October, 
Columbus day;  November 11, Veteran’s Day;  the Thursday in November commonly 
called Thanksgiving Day; and December 25, Christmas Day.  The school boards may 
grant special holidays whenever in their judgment such action is advisable, except that no 
school board or board of education may designate or observe as a special holiday on 
which teachers or other school employees are not required to work the days on which 
general elections for members of the Illinois House of Representatives are held.  No 
deduction shall be made from the time or compensation of a school employee on account 
of any legal or special holiday.  

 


